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It is well known that contact structures are locally stable (the Darboux theorem).
The germ of contact structures at a point in manifolds of the same dimension are the same

up to local diffeomorphisms. The local stability of contact structures relative to submanifolds
was studied by Arnold and Givental.

This result was generalized by Zhitomirskii. He studied the local stability of contact structures
relative to subsets which may not be manifolds. On the other hand, it is known that Engel
structures are locally stable. In this talk we study relative local stability of Engel structures.
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